
REMEMBRANCE DAY

The Importance and meaning of 

the war memorials. 



REMEMBRANCE

•The dead of the First World War seldom 

came home: where their bodies could be 

found, they were laid to rest near the 

battlefield. Mourners in Britain, bereft of 

individual graves, needed a focus for their 

grief. In response, tens of thousands of war 

memorials were built across the country.
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EDITH CAVELL 
MEMORIAL
Edith Cavell is perhaps the most 
renowned woman casualty of the First 
World War. Born in Norfolk in 1865, 
she was in charge of a training school 
for nurses in Brussels when war broke 
out. She refused to leave when the 
Germans invaded, and soon became 
involved in an escape line for Allied 
soldiers and would-be recruits. When 
caught, she confessed to her deeds and 
was shot by a firing squad in October 
1915. She quickly came to be seen as a 
martyr for the Allied cause.
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Her memorial stands outside the National Portrait Gallery, 
just north of Trafalgar Square. One of the very earliest 
memorials of the war, it was commissioned soon after her 
execution and unveiled in 1920. Edith’s sister posed for the 
marble figure of Cavell, carved by the renowned sculptor Sir 
George Frampton.

The quotation of Cavell’s final message, ‘Patriotism is not 
enough. I must have no hatred or bitterness for anyone’, was 
added to the memorial later, when the National Council of 
Women lobbied to have a less martial note included.
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MACHINE GUN CORPS MEMORIAL

The Machine Gun Corps was formed in 

1915 to improve the deployment of 

machine guns. 170,000 men served in its 

ranks. It was disbanded in 1922, so the 

memorial is a tribute to a lost unit as 

well as to the many thousands of 

fatalities it had suffered. Known by some 

as ‘the Suicide Club’, this corps was not 

for the faint-hearted.
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The sculptor Francis Derwent Wood was chosen to create the 
memorial. Its most striking, and seemingly incongruous, 
feature, placed over depictions of two machine guns, is an 
exquisite classically inspired nude statue of the young David 
holding Goliath’s giant sword. The biblical inscription below 
– ‘Saul hath slain his thousands / but David his tens of 
thousands’ – refers to the devastating killing power of 
machine guns.
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ROYAL ARTILLERY 
MEMORIAL

This outstanding memorial on 
the western side of the traffic 
island at Hyde Park Corner 
dramatically depicts the horrors 
of modern warfare. Unveiled in 
October 1925, it commemorates 
the 49,076 fatalities suffered by 
the Royal Artillery in the First 
World War, in which artillery 
played an increasingly central 
role.



REMEMBRANCE   “…a royal fellowship of death”

The monument’s crowning 
feature is a 9.2-inch howitzer –
one of the main heavy weapons 
of the Western Front – depicted 
in Portland stone. Below it, a 
frieze depicts scenes of the 
gunners in action. Around the 
base stand four striking bronze 
figures of gunners: a corpse 
draped in an overcoat, a shell 
carrier, a lieutenant, and a 
driver with arms outstretched.
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THE CENOTAPH

Standing at the heart of Whitehall, the 

Cenotaph is the main national memorial to the 

dead of Britain and the British Empire in the 

First World War and later conflicts. The 

present memorial is not the first on this site. 

For the London Peace Celebrations of July 

1919, Sir Edwin Lutyens designed a temporary 

structure made of wood and painted canvas. 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/link/36b59428d44d4660b5f6c7438731416c.aspx
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When the parading troops reached the 
memorial, they saluted the memory of their 
fallen comrades. The public immediately 
took the temporary Cenotaph to its heart. 
Wreaths and flowers piled up and close to a 
million people made their pilgrimage to it.

‘You could scarce see the Cenotaph for the 
aura, the halo, the throbbing air that 
encompassed it’.
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• HONOUR…                     SACRIFICE…

• VALOUR…                         BRAVERY…

• COURAGE…                     MORAL COMPASS…

• DUTY…                           SPIRIT…



REMEMBRANCE…

TO REMEMBER…


