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May 2022 
 
Dear Parent and Stakeholder, 
 
We are writing to you to begin the process of consultation with you which we believe will 
have significant benefits for the students of Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College. 
 
The Directors of The Loxford School Trust and the Academy Committee at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College are 
committed to improving the continuity of education at our school and they are therefore considering a proposal which 
they believe will have long term benefits for the students. 
 

Change of status to provide Post 16 Provision 
 
We are seeking the views of stakeholders and everyone in the community about the creation of our own sixth form at 
Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College. This booklet sets out the purpose and the benefits of establishing a post 16 
provision. Please read this booklet and fill in the questionnaire at the back. 
 
Purpose of the Consultation 
 
As part of the decision making process the Directors are required to consult on the proposal, to extend the age range 
from its current 11-16 age range to include post 16 students. This will mean that Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 
will be able to offer wide-ranging education opportunities for the 11-19 age range. 
 
The Current Position 
 
The Loxford School Trust took over Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College on 1st February 2016. At the time the school 
was in ‘special measures’. Following on from that point the staff and students have worked very hard and the Directors 
were delighted to receive notification from OFSTED in September 2017 that Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College was 
re-designated as a ‘good’ school. 
 
Over the course of the last six years the following has also occurred: 
 
1) Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College has consistently maintained a near-full roll of students in each year group 

and as of September 2019 the Published Admission Number for a year group increased from 168 to 180 students: 
 

Year Group Number of Students on roll Published Admission Number 

Year 7 180 180 

Year 8 176 180 

Year 9 176 180 

Year 10 167 168 (180 – Sep 22) 

Year 11 162 168 (180 – Sep 23) 

 
2) The GCSE 2021 Examinations showed an overall improvement as detailed below: 
 

 2021 (Validated) 2020 (Validated) 2019 (Validated) 

9-4 – English and Maths 78% 76% 71% 

9-4 – Best English 87% 82% 85% 

9-4 – Maths  83% 85% 74% 

5 9-4 including English and Maths 76% 75% 66% 

5 9-4 – All Subjects 98% 99% 96% 

The percentage of pupils achieving the EBacc 59% 28% 25% 

 
 
 



 

 

3) There has been a shift in destinations with 93% of students going on to study A Levels.  
 
The impact for the most recent class of year 11 students has been significant: 

 
a) Destinations for Year 11 students at the end of the 2020-2021 Academic Year 

included educational establishments over 34 miles away 
b) Due to the lack of a sixth form at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 

students were enrolled to over 23 various educational establishments 
 
4) As a consequence of these developments Loxford School Trust Limited has received many requests from parents 

to consider providing a post 16 provision and this consultation is the start of that process. 
 
5) There are currently 6 school-based post 16 education providers across the London Borough of Havering. “Of these 

only two are co-educational, with no religious character, one is single sex with a faith denomination, one is a single 
sex school, and two are co-educational with a faith denomination” (London Borough of Havering (2019), Post 16 
Survey Report, Available at: https://democracy.havering.gov.uk/documents/s47070/Appendix%201%20-
%20Post%2016%20Survey%20Final%20Report.pdf [Accessed 10th February 2021]). An additional Sixth Form 
provision at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College would boost the diversity of places available in the locality. 

 

6) A lack of school sixth form places has been identified by stakeholders as an area of concern; the majority of 
respondents in the study above would prefer to attend post 16 provision in Havering, and if possible within a 
secondary school.  Hornchurch, Romford, Upminster and Elm Park are areas where this is the case leading to 
students travelling out of borough.  Additional provision at Abbs Cross would help to address this need. 

 
The Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College post 16 provision Proposal: 
 
A. Curriculum Offer 
 

The Directors present view is that Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College will offer the following subjects at post 
16 level: 
 
A Level 
 

Biology History 
Business Studies Mathematics 
Chemistry Media Studies 
Dance Music 
Drama PE 
Economics Physics 
English Literature Product Design 
French Psychology 
Further Mathematics Religious Studies (Philosophy & Ethics) 
Geography Sociology 
Government and Politics  

 
Vocational Diploma 
 

BTEC Business Studies 
BTEC Media Studies 
BTEC Sport and Exercise Science 

 
However, this is subject to the following key factors including: 
 

 A series of group and individual meetings with all Year 10 students during the Summer Term 2022 and will 
then continue in order to refine our curriculum offer 

https://democracy.havering.gov.uk/documents/s47070/Appendix%201%20-%20Post%2016%20Survey%20Final%20Report.pdf
https://democracy.havering.gov.uk/documents/s47070/Appendix%201%20-%20Post%2016%20Survey%20Final%20Report.pdf


 

 

 

 Predicted student outcomes at the end of Key Stage 4 
 

 The development of progression pathways for all our students onto a post 16 
study programme 

 

 A focus on those subject and vocational areas which have delivered high student 
outcomes consistently at Key Stage 4 and which have the potential in terms of both staffing and physical 
resources to deliver the same outcomes post 16. The Loxford School Trust would support all courses offered 
 

 A cost effective delivery model combining an independent Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College offer with 
partnerships with other post 16 providers (both within the Loxford School Trust schools and without) 

 
The factors above will focus the curriculum offer predominantly around Level 3 courses but with some focused 
Level 2 provision where student need and demand is the greatest. Students will be guided towards Level 2 applied, 
Level 3 applied and A Level courses according to their aspirations and prior attainment. 

 
The post 16 curriculum offer will also include a programme of post 16 enrichment opportunities underpinned by 
a full mentoring and tutorship programme. At the heart of this will be the student’s tutor. The tutor is the 
cornerstone of pastoral care for each student. It is the tutor’s responsibility to oversee the academic, career, 
personal and social development of their tutees. A strong relationship between tutor and tutee is a major focus. 
Parents will be encouraged to use the tutor as their first point of contact in all matters. 

 
B. Size of the Post 16 Provision 

 
The Directors’ present view is that the post 16 provision should cater for 240 students – that is approximately 120 
in each year group. The Directors consider this a reasonable assessment. In mid-2018 when the Directors 
previously considered providing a post 16 provision they carried out a consultation exercise and received 
substantial support for the increase in provision from Year 10 and Year 11 students who attended Abbs Cross 
Academy and Arts College at that time. Therefore Year 11 would comprise the main intake but would be 
supplemented by students from elsewhere. 
 
The Directors’ expectation of rapid growth for post 16 provision is supported by the Loxford School Trust’s 
experience in establishing post 16 provision at other schools within the Loxford group of schools which are based 
in the London Boroughs. The school in question moved to an intake of over 220 within 3 years of establishing post 
16 provision. 
 

C. Curriculum Delivery 
 

With the exception of a small number of new, specialist subjects where Abbs Cross Academy intends to recruit 
additional specialist staff, there are already highly qualified subject specialists in post at Abbs Cross Academy and 
Arts College who are able to deliver the proposed range of courses at Level 3 and who are outstanding teachers. 
 
Where new appointments are required the academy will be looking in some cases to make joint appointments 
with other post 16 providers. These new staff will be deployed to post 16 lessons on a peripatetic basis and are 
likely to number only 3 or 4 additional staff. 

 
D. SEND 
 

Support for students with additional educational needs will include access to a full and outstanding SEND support 
team, support facilities and special arrangements for internal and external examinations. Where appropriate, 
extra support sessions may be offered outside of the normal timetable. 
 
 
 



 

 

E. Pastoral Support and Guidance 
 

Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College already has excellent pastoral and mentoring 
support, including outstanding tracking and monitoring systems. The post 16 provision 
will build on this good practice including: 
 

 A clear purpose – all students are clear about what they are expected to achieve 
 

 High expectations – for all students and staff that challenge everyone to aim higher 
 

 Recognition – all student achievements are recognised and praised regularly 
 

 Empowerment – all students are expected to and are supported in taking responsibility for their own learning 
 

 Support and challenge – challenging academic and personal targets are set for all students 
 

 Cooperation – all students and staff will work collectively as a mutually cooperative and supportive learning 
community 

 
WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF THE PROPOSED CHANGE? 
 
There are a number of ways in which Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College and our students would benefit from 
extending the age range of students to 11-19. The key benefits are outlined below: 
 
Achieving the best outcome: 
 

 The Directors of The Loxford School Trust firmly believe, based on their experience at Loxford School and 
elsewhere, that post 16 provision has the effect of lifting attainment throughout a school 

 

 We have a moral imperative to ensure that we provide a high quality sixth form provision for those students who 
want to continue their post 16 education and providing a post 16 education facility at Abbs Cross fulfils that 
imperative 

 

 We want to ensure that all of our students progress to education, training or employment post 16 and follow 
pathways which lead to fulfilling lives and careers. Providing a post age 16 education provision assists that 
aspiration 

 
Continuity of Education at one place: 
 

 Whilst there are always some students who benefit from a change of educational establishment in the sixth form, 
some would opt for continuity of education. The demands of post 16 courses are very high and when combined 
with a change of provider, students can experience a significant dip in performance whilst they settle in. The 
proposed change would see a post 16 provision built on exactly the same high standards, principles and 
expectations as currently exist at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College without the anxiety and regression that 
can be faced by students during transition into mainstream colleges 

 

 A change to the age range of Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College would provide those students who opt for 
continuity of provider with the very best start to post 16 education having already developed quality relationships 
with their teaching staff over five years 

 
Building on Success 
 

 Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College prides itself on providing an education that goes beyond the classroom. As 
part of The Loxford School Trust, Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College has a supportive and inspiring network, 



 

 

which underpins the quality of education that students receive. The professionalism 
and enthusiasm of the staff as well as the students’ desire to succeed make for a 
positive, focused and driven atmosphere where success in all areas on life is celebrated 

 

 The motivation that drives the staff of Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College is “Be at 
the right place, at the right time, doing the right thing”. We have strong emphasis on 
aiding young people to become whatever they desire, through encouragement, high 
expectations and a personalised approach to their learning. As a result more and more students will achieve better 
results and the Directors believe that this is set to continue year on year 

 

 Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College wishes to provide post 16 students from its academy with a continuation of 
the success achieved at Key Stages 3 and 4 

 
WHAT ARE THE RISKS OF THE PROPOSED CHANGE? 
 
The Directors foresee one principal risk which is that take up of places is not as high as expected or anticipated. The 
key risk would therefore be to the cost of maintaining staff. However as stated above since the number of new 
appointments will be low (limited to 3 to 4 teachers) the Directors are confident that the costs can be absorbed without 
the risk of courses being withdrawn at short notice or midway through the course of the academic year. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
In view of the above the Directors of the Loxford School Trust consider that a post age 16 provision should be 
established at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College and you are invited to complete the attached questionnaire in 
order to provide your views on this proposal. 
 
What is the procedure for changing the age range of the academy? 
 
Changing the age range is a legal process. There is a requirement to consider the views of stakeholders and other 
interested parties through this consultation. The individuals and organisations that we are required to consult with or 
are specifically inviting to comment on this proposal are listed at the end of this document. The Directors of the Loxford 
School Trust are then required to consider the responses to the consultation. Following the consideration of the 
responses, the Directors must then publish the Statutory Proposal which must be in a prescribed format to meet legal 
requirements. 

  



 

 

Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 
 
 
Timeline for Consultation 
 
 

Consultation Starts WEDNESDAY 25thMAY 2022 

 

Consultation Meeting for Stakeholders WEDNESDAY 8th JUNE 2022 

 

Closing Date for Consultation Responses WEDNESDAY 22nd JUNE 2022 

 

Proposed Implementation SEPTEMBER 2023 

 
 
Circulation List for this Consultation: 
 

 
Students at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 
All Staff at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 
Parents of students who attend Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 
Primary, Secondary, AP and Special Schools and Sixth Form and FE Colleges in Havering 
Admissions Forum for Havering 
Neighbouring Local Authorities – London Borough of Tower Hamlets and Redbridge 
Any organisation in the wider community with which Abbs Cross Academy and Arts 
College has connections – Havering Clinical Commissioning Group, Barking, Havering and 
Redbridge University Hospitals NHS Trust and North East London Foundation Trust 
Department for Education (DfE). 
 

  



 

 

Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 
 
Consultations Questionnaire 
 
Building on Success 
 
We are currently seeking the views of all our stakeholders regarding the possibility of having post 
16 education provision on our campus. 
 
Please read the enclosed documents and complete the questionnaire below: 
 
Which group do you represent? Please tick ONE BOX. 
 

□ I am a student at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 

□ I am a parent/carer of a student at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 

□ I am a member of staff or employed by Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 

□ I am a member of the Academy Committee at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 

□ I am a member of staff at a school within Havering 

□ I am a member of staff at a primary school within Havering where students join Year 7 at Abbs 
Cross Academy and Arts College 

□ I am a parent/carer of a student at a primary school where students join Year 7 at Abbs Cross 
Academy and Arts College 

□ I am a local business person 

□ I am a member of the Local Authority 

□ I am a member of a neighbouring Local Authority 

□ I am a member of staff at a local post 16 provider 
 
Do you support the proposal? Please tick ONE BOX. 
 

□ I support the proposal for a sixth form at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 

□ I do not support the proposal for a sixth form at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 
 

Please return this form to Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College  

by no later than WEDNESDAY 22nd JUNE 2022 

 
 



 

 

Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 
 
Consultation Questionnaire 
 
Building on Success 
 
We are currently seeking the views of all of our Year 10 and Year 11 students regarding the 
possibility of having post 16 education provision on our campus. 
 
Please complete the questionnaire below: 
 
Which group do you represent? 
Please tick ONE BOX. 
 

□ Year 10 student 

□ Year 11 student 
 
Do you support the proposal? 
Please tick ONE BOX. 
 

□ I support the proposal for a sixth form at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 

□ I do not support the proposal for a sixth form at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 
 
Would you seriously consider staying on at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College Sixth 
Form? 
 
Please tick ONE BOX. 
 

□ I would seriously consider staying on to study at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 
Sixth Form 

□ I would not seriously consider staying on to study at Abbs Cross Academy and Arts 
College Sixth Form 
 

Please return this form to Abbs Cross Academy and Arts College 
by no later than WEDNESDAY 22nd JUNE 2022 


